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REVIEWS. 


called respectively the subcutaneous inguinal and the abdominal inguinal 
ring8. The terms medial and lateral lumbocostal arches are more sig¬ 
nificant because more descriptive than internal and external arcuate liga¬ 
ments. The expressions “internal” and “external” as indicating 
relations upon the extremities, so often the source of confusion to the 
student, are supplanted respectively by the more exact terms “medial” 
aud “ lateral.” Ligamentum sacrotuberosum and ligamentum sacro- 
spinosum are more exactly descriptive than greater and lesser sacrosciatic 
ligaments. So, too, it is more correct to call the ligamenta alaria of the 
knee-joint the plica alares, and the ligamentum macosum the plica syno¬ 
via l is patellaris. 

Other, though possibly less advantageous variations from the nomen¬ 
clature of English-speaking students of anatomy are, serratus anterior 
for serratus magnus; fossa ovalis for saphenous opening; lumbodorsal 
fascia for lumbar fascia, and reflected inguinal. ligament for triangular 
ligament of abdomen. Almost any movement for reform, however, is 
apt to run mad, and for this reason defeats itself; it is usual, therefore, 
that the great number of changes suggested in any attempted reform of 
nomenclature proves a bar to their general adoption. 

The Atlas is a valuable contribution to anatomical literature and 
should be especially helpful to the student The work is printed on 
excellent paper, and, with the colored plates, is exceedingly attractive 

J. C. H. 


Diseases of the Eye, a Handbook ox Ophthalmic Practice for 
Students and Practitioners. By G. E. de Schweixitz, M.D. Second 
edition, thoroughly revised. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 18%. 

Ix the first edition of this book, published in 1892, the part which 
dealt with General Optical Principles, Normal and Abnormal Kefrac- 
tion, and Motility was contributed by Dr. James Wallace. The revision 
of this portion has been intrusted to Dr. Edward Jackson, who is likewise 
responsible for the section on Eetinoscopy. The form in which these 
special contributions are cast is quite in fieeping with the method and 
symmetry conspicuous throughout the whole book, and demands no 
special mention except for the sake of giving due credit to these col- 
laborateurs for what has been done by them. 

To have read either the first or this second edition, as a whole is to 
lrnve taken account of stock. Certainly the student or the practitioner, 
whom necessity or special tendency has banished from the commanding 
position occupied by the author of this handbook, will not study its pa"es 
without being duly rewarded. The aims and resources of the art are 
here exhibited in systematic form. There are practically no gaps and no 
redundancies. There are 640 pages and an index, but there is no pad- 
The illustrations, as usual, are culled from many sources, but a 
goodly number have been especially prepared. Whether original or 
borrowed, they fulfil their proper function in the economics of thought- 
transference. The personality of the author is not obtrusive. He oc¬ 
casionally sits in judgment, and he does not hesitate to express an 
opinion or assert his position in the discussion of open questions; but 
there is little argument in the book, and no dogmatism. The volume is 
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chiefly expository, and passing, chapter by chapter, along the aisles 
of this educational exhibit, one sees, as it were, the ophthalmological 
situation and the ophthalmological armament to date. The author 
has been especially careful and instructive in matters of detail and 
technique, and for this both student and practitioner have reason to be 
thankful. Where differences of opinion exist among representative 
men,^ in the brief expositions here given one finds no undue prejudice or 
unfair silence, and the summing up that follows is quite likely to give 
evidence of more than ordinary sagacity. In proof of this one may 
refer to the remarks made on tne operative treatment of glaucoma, or 
on the ripening of immature cataract. 

It is a little shocking that the theory of color-vision is touched upon 
so lightly, as on page 482. But think what'a harlequin of dilemma a 
fair consideration of this rapidly growing subject would involve. There 
is a beautiful arena, but the heroes and their provisional theories are 
disappearing before a “ Donnybrook ” of “ unclassed talent.” Quite 
as well, perhaps, to wait for organization—and a third edition. 

One may find a little fault with any good book, and good and bad 
qualities are occasionally correlated necessities. Will you insist on the 
beautiful illustrations? You must take also the shiny paper. Do you 
commend the author that he frankly admits that uncertainties still exist, 
and that he fairly states the open questions? Then you must not com¬ 
plain that he sometimes expects his student to stand alone. Do you 
think that a working knowledge may be acquired more quickly from a 
book less fair and full, more dogmatic and impressive, giving always a 
single course with no alternative? It may be so. An English critic, 
not long since, said of a book resembling this in many respects and 
written also in Philadelphia, that it was charming reading to him who 
knew it all before, but that it required an amount of ability which to 
the novice was prohibitive. The criticism was unjust, for that book, 
like this, is well written for the student who is willing to think, and 
we are glad to notice that the student of ability is receiving recognition 
here in America and that “ the wise as well as the witless may have ” 
their ophthalmologies. 

It is a gentlemanly thing to have produced as elegant and compre¬ 
hensive a treatise as this book of Dr. de Schweinitz. The student may 
take it both for an introduction and for a foundation, and the practi¬ 
tioner may read it with pleasure, and feel that, having read, he has 
given old fogyism the go-by for another five years. 


Ueber Eif.rstockstuberkulose. Yon Dn. J. Schottlaender, Privat- 
dozent an der Universitat Heidelberg. Mit vier lithographischen Tafeln. 
Tuberculosis of the Ovary. By Dr. J. Schottlaender, Privatdocent 
at the University of Heidelberg. With four lithographic plates. Pp. 1G9. 
Jena: Gustav Fischer, 1897. 

The purpose of the author, as explained in the introductory section 
of this monograph, is to throw more light upon this subject by the aid 
of experiments on animals, no less than 1500 preparations having been 



